ful animal experiment for six years. Then we collapsed
and slept. We just slept, Mitsuro for seventeen hours,
and I for twenty-three. My small boy said afterwards
that it was like being in Sleeping Beauty's castle. And
that was all. Everything that came afterwards was so
simple."
** Yes.  That's how such things are.  And you have a
son, Frau Kolkgin ? "
" Yes, a dear little fellow.  The thought that I shall
now have a little time for him is my greatest pleasure."
. " Here is the car.  Auf wiedersefan I I'm looking for-
ward to working with you/* said Dr. Sandhagen, opening
the door himself.
" Thanks, and I with you. Until to-morrow 1 w
Helene fell back on the cushions. Why, look! there's
some like, she thought, and savoured the delicate scent
of the pale hot-house bloom which was nodding in the
vase. She saw her fece in the mirror in the front of the
car. ** I am old. How old I look. I haven't looked in a
mirror for a long time. There are wrinkles already. One
ought to be a little vain. A white strand at the temple.
But Tintin thinks I'm lovely. Dear Tiatin ! He will get
his new shoes. He will be able to skate, and for Christ-
mas he shall have a large box of building blocks. Malee
will buy everything. Imagine it I Malee is sitting in a
car sticking her nose into hot-house like in the middle of
winter. Congratulations, Frau Doktor! Director of a
chemical works. My kboratory must be a first-rate one,
even if it costs a million. Figures! Figures! Malee may
buy herself patent-leather shoes and a bkck chiffon dress,
and perhaps even a fur coat! Malee will go to a concert,
read books, travel. We shall be comfortable, my Tintfo,
we shall be comfortable. A flat with a bathroom. A bi-
cycle for Tintin. A table-cloth of pure white linen. A
cut-glass vase full of flowers, fresh ones every day. A

